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Event Highlights.
2022 Auckland Writers Festival NZ - Speaker

Laurie Winkless is an Irish Physicist, Author and Science Communicator.  Her career spans as big as working at NASA’s Kennedy 
Space Center, The Nobel foundation, The Royal Society, The National Physical Laboratory, and a physics news reporter for the BBC 
radio show and podcast The Naked Scientists.  Now, having moved to New Zealand in 2016, Laurie is a contributor to Forbes 
magazine, a writer of two books published by Bloomsbury and available world wide, a science journalist, communications consultant,
and of course, a dynamic speaker.

MISSION

Seven years ago Laurie had one of the rare positions as a Scientist in a permanent, full time, research job in the National Physics 
Laboratory in London.  Wanting to move deeper into her passion for Science, she let this job go to embark on her own research,
making Science accessible and re-installing to the public that curiosity and wonder for the world that we all held as children.

Laurie loves talking about STEM  (science, technology, engineering, and maths).  Her greatest passion is in telling stories; translating 
complex topics into English, without losing the details.  With a background in applied research and materials science, Laurie is 
interested in how what she does in the lab shapes the world around us.  Her enthusiasm encourages those around her to find 
something that on paper, may seem boring, exceptional.  Be careful.  Her nerdiness is contagious.

KEYNOTE

Laurie aims to mess with people 's perceptions about what is deemed interesting and what is not.  Ultimately, everything is interesting 
and Laurie is here to emphasise that Science changes how we see the world.  She is teaching adults to become curious again, to find 
that kaleidoscopic lens that has slowly been drugged out by life.  Laurie’s science allows us to see beauty in things that already exist.

Important to Laurie is accessibility to Science.  Volunteering with youth groups and girls in STEM, Laurie values inclusion to all in 
Science.  She is not a shiny science speaker.  She encourages people to take action and think about what it is she is highlighting.

Science expands the way people think about the world.  Laurie will take you along on her journey to learn something weird and 
surprising.
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Testimonials.

If you 're looking for a professional partner to help you find new, inspiring, and thought-provoking scientific or social ideas beyond your 
own technology domain, Laurie Winkless is a perfect fit.  In her own independent way and with her dedicated talent she is a 
trustworthy voice - equally so live on stage or in the world of sophisticated writing.

Achim Kühn |Head of Group Marketing and Corporate Communications

Herrenknecht AG

The Department of Corrections National Office Women ’s Network invited Laurie to be the guest speaker at one of our monthly events.
As the Chair of the network and the daughter of a scientist I thought it would be great to hear from a woman in science and the 
challenges and opportunities being a woman in this male dominated field might bring.  Laurie proved to be one of the most 
entertaining speakers we have ever had.  She rose to the challenge of speaking about herself and the experiences she has had within 
her career.  She is incredibly funny and articulate with a warmth so exuberant it is like she is giving her audience a great big hug.
Laurie takes Science and makes it accessible to us non-science-y people.  Actually not just accessible but interesting and even fun!
This translates to the way she speaks about her life.  Like most people she has been at the mercy of an internal dialogue that isn’t 
always compassionate and yet she has forged on regardless.  What she has proven to herself and others is that you can have these 
thoughts and feelings and still excel.  Our audience needs to hear from women who are real and warm.  Laurie wrapped us all in a 
blanket and made us feel that anything was achievable.  She gives her audience hope, energy and a whole lot of laughs.  I would 
recommend Laurie to anyone needing a fabulous speaker at their event.

Nyree Lewis |Chair

Department of Corrections Women ’s Network

- National Office Women ’s Network

I have had the privilege of knowing Laurie for the past six years as she has supported and spoken to the students at Innovative Young 
Minds since its inception in 2017.  Last year, Laurie was the opening speaker for our residential programme.  Laurie quickly captivated 
and engaged her audience through simplifying technical, scientific material without dumbing it down and she made complex stuff 
sound like the most fun in the world! She is funny, heartfelt and passionate in her delivery style.  Our students loved her honesty and 
warmed to her instantly.  I can’t recommend her highly enough.

Sue Avison
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Testimonials continued...
Former Innovative Young Minds  (IYM )Trustee and IYM Residential Programme facilitator

- IYM Residential Programme

Laurie was one of our guests for our in-studio speaker series, and spoke about her book, "Sticky".  Laurie gave an insightful, skillful talk 
with plenty of humor that was easy to digest for an audience from varied disciplines.  Despite none of us having a background in 
science, we all enjoyed her talk immensely, and found ourselves relating parts of our own lives to the intimate study of gecko toes.
After the talk, she hosted a Q&A and found time after to meet with members of our studio who still had questions.  She was 
generous with her time and attention, and we can't thank her enough! We'd love to have her back any time.

Xan Wetherall |Operations Coordinator

Dinosaur Polo Club

- Dinosaur Polo Club


